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approach to couples and integrates it with constructive developmental 
theory. He presents a convincing argument for integration and 
expansion. 

Gestalt therapy, grounded in a field theory perspective, views culture 
as giving unique aliveness to therapeutic theory. Marta Fischman 
Slemenson's "Our Meeting with Gestalt Therapy: Some Reflections on 
Paul Goodman and the Development of Gestalt Theory in the Americas 
Derived from Here Now Next" presents English-speaking readers with her 
personal and insightful recollections of the birth and development of 
Gestalt therapy in South America and, more specifically, Argentina. 

In terms of the present, it is alive and thriving (Slemenson, 1997, 
personal communication). The AGBA (Gestalt Association of Buenos 
Aires), the first association of its kind in Latin America, was born in 1980; 
in 1982 it started its own postgraduate school, which has trained over 150 
Gestalt therapists. In 1995 AGBA organized its first intentional confer- 
ence and began publishing a journal, Enfoque Gestdltico, which appears 
every 2 months. In terms of her native Argentina, Slemenson reports that 
there are three or four "newspapers" and a publishing house, begun in 
1996, which are devoted to Gestalt therapy. Over the last few years a 
dozen original books have been published. In addition, there are several 
private institutes that are aligned with AGBA. 

Prior to concluding our fourth issue with "Reviews, Notes, Recom- 
mendations," we present Kevin Prosnick's "A Factor Analytic Study of 
Transfluence," in which he empirically explores transcendent experience 
while relating it to Gestalt theory. His questionnaire helps generate 
important information concerning the relationship between mysticism 
and resistances. 

As we look to the future from the vantage point of the recent past and 
the more immediate present, we cannot help but conclude that Gestalt 
therapy is alive and well, continuously self-organizing and developing. 
We hope that you will choose to support us by mewing your subscrip- 
tion. We also welcome your more active involvement. Consider writing 
an article or contributing to "Reviews, Notes, Recommendations." Last, 
we ask you to pass the word. Please tell others both within and outside 
the Gestalt therapy community about Gestalt Review. 
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